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W by Tacky Chan

What are we? Who are these men in
the 90's, the dethroned despots of a
long-held tradition. reluctant
sympathizers of the feminist
movement. or the fellen angles into
the purgatory looking for the ladder to
¢limb back up to heaven where we
once comfortably and unguestionably
niched. What do we do to get hold of
this ladder Lo stay on “op"? We frst
try to beat the contenders for the same
ladder, but then half way through we
run into the gatekeeper who happens
to be & woman who impassionately
declares” if you do not recognize me as
of equal worth to vou. I amm not going
to tet you up, either we go together as
partners or we do nol. Bul eilher waw.
we are partners because we are staying
éown there though if net ascending
together. Worse, she is stili a few
steps above!

What gets lefi for us as man amidst
this current of changes which sweeps
us off our feet and carties us afar
where we are beyordt the reach of bath
shoves. We blame women for our fall
once again just exactly the same way
our ancestval fathers did generations
agp. But man! aught we to hold on
2o his vainglory like a haby to its
boftle when we have fo tet go of it
sooney or later as we grow. Man! Teil
me why ave veu so insistent upon
women's feeling inferior o you? Do
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vou really feel so high-above by
stonewalling vour awareness of these
changes in roie functions, and
pretending that nothing has happened
hut only a dream of which content you
are keeping out of consciousness!!!
Wake un. Wake up to the facts that you
no longer have (o be the sole provider
to your family, to be pre-occupied with
making a living thal is geing to fake
vou away from your boyhood interests,
to stifte the needs to share your inner
world with whom you want to be
leving and tender in order to look
tough and manly, and to act as if you
were a total stranger to your children
lest they see and respect your jess as a
pargnt  for  sharing  equal
responsibilities with the mother in
raising them,

Man! [ know vou fear accepting these
changes s doing to malke vou feel
vulnerable to the women around you.
But vou are vulnerable anvway to a
variety of things if not emoticnatly.
The tast thing vou want lo see happen
is to become, but how less virile it
would render you if vou dare disclose
your longing lo snuggle up to a
woman like vou once did to vour
mother when you were small and

weak. But why 15 that a change
vour hody morphology ought to be
paralleled by a construction of a
psychological infrastructure to one
which is inmenetrable and predatory
upont the vuinerability of others?*?
Your grown body beromes the hedges
not so much against the outsiders, but
inside which is trapped the real being
whose needs have never changed since
a child! We need a hulldozer to run
down these hedges to free the child
from the self-imprisonment, and let
himn jein the child of another being;
and together they become partners in
their life tasks. We hear the uproar of
the bulldozer on the way to
emancipate us from the enthrallment
of distorted manliness, but once again,
we become too scared to accept it
hecause this is coming from woumen. 1
know yvour pain and agony, but you
can not run free and grow antil you
break the cage which restraing you
from joining with your life partner.
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